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Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk, antara lain 1) Untuk mendeskripsikan 
kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks deskriptif di kelas X SMK N 6 Surakarta di 
tahun akademik 2015/2016 dan 2) Untuk mengetahui masalah yang dihadapi oleh 
siswa kelas X SMK N 6 Surakarta dalam menulis teks deskriptif. Dalam 
penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan deskriptif kualitatif dengan jenis penelitian. 
Objek penelitian ini adalah kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks deskriptif di 
kelas X SMK N 6 Surakarta di tahun akademik 2015/2016. Data dari penelitian 
ini adalah guru bahasa Inggris SMK N 6 Surakarta dan kalimat dari teks deskriptif 
yang ditulis oleh siswa kelas X SMK N 6 Surakarta tahun akademik 2015/2016. 
Teknik untuk menganalisis data adalah 1) Pengolahan data diambil dari observasi 
dan wawancara, 2) Menganalisis data berdasarkan lima kriteria menulis teks 
deskriptif, yaitu tata bahasa, kosa kata, isi, diksi dan struktur kalimat. Hasil 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kemampuan siswa di kelas MM 1 dalam menulis 
teks deskriptif di SMK N 6 Surakarta di tahun akademik 2015/2016 dapat 
dikatakan cukup. 9 siswa masuk kategori baik (skor 17-15) atau 29,03%. 23 siswa 
masuk kategori cukup (skor 14-12) atau 74,19%, dan tidak ada siswa yang 
memiliki nilai sangat baik dan kategori kurang. Di kelas lain, kemampuan siswa 
dalam menulis teks deskriptif di kelas sepuluh MM 2 di SMK N 6 Surakarta di 
tahun akademik 2015/2016 dapat dikatakan cukup. 13 siswa masuk kategori baik 
(skor 17-15) atau 40,62%. 19 siswa masuk kategori cukup (skor 14-12) atau 
59,37%, dan tidak ada siswa yang memiliki nilai sangat baik dan kategori kurang. 
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This research is aiming on 1) To describe the students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text at the tenth grade of SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic 
year and 2)To know the problems faced by the tenth grade students of SMK N 6 
Surakarta in writing descriptive text.  In this research, the researcher uses a 
descriptive qualitative as the type of the research. The object of the study is the 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade of SMK N 6 
Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year. The data of this research are English 
teacher of SMK N 6 Surakarta and the sentence of descriptive text written by the 
tenth grade students of SMK N 6 Surakarta 2015/2016 academic year. The 
technique for analyzing data is 1) Collecting the data taken from observation and 
interview, 2) Analyzing the data based on the five criteria of writing descriptive 
text: grammar, vocabulary, content, mechanic and organization. The results show 
that the students’ ability in MM 1 class in writing descriptive text at the tenth 
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grade MM 1 Class of SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year is Fair. 9 
students belong to good category (the score 17-15) or 29,03%. 23 students belong 
to fair category (the score 14-12) or 74,19%, and there is no student who belongs 
to very good and poor category. In the other class, The students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text at the tenth grade MM 2 Class of SMK N 6 Surakarta in 
2015/2016 academic year is Fair. 13 students belong to good category (the score 
17-15) or 40,62%. 19 students belong to fair category (the score 14-12) or 
59,37%, and there is no student who belongs to very good and poor category. 
 
Keywords: descriptive text, writing skill, students’ ability, problem faced. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
In Indonesia, English is stated as the first foreign language. As the 
foreign language, English is taught from the Kindergarten to University in 
Indonesia. English as a foreign language is used, the reference is usually to a 
situation where English becomes a language instruction at school. 
The learners are learning English as foreign language. The result will 
be better if English is used as the medium of instruction in the first year of 
Junior High School to university than English is considered as a foreign 
language. Based on the fact in the university, they have been studying English 
since they were in the kindergarten. They have serious difficult understanding 
the books written in English. The result can be shown by students’ 
communication ability, their ability to use the language in the real 
communication. The students’ difficulty is writing, especially in writing 
descriptive text. 
According to Wardhugh (1977:3) in Srijono (2010:1), language is a 
system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication. Students 
need to develop communicative efficiency in interaction. This is something 
the teacher can tell to the students through explanation and examples. In 
relation to the language skills, the students often fail in producing their 
knowledge of English. They also often fail in attempting to grasp and 
understanding English. 
Writing has always occupied a place in most English language course. 
One of the reasons is that more and more people need to learn to write in 
English for occupational or academic purposes. In writing itself, there are 
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some types of text usually called genre. Genres are cultural specific and have 
associated with particular purposes, particular stages: distinctive beginning, 
middles and particular linguistic features. 
Descriptive text is agenre that usually taught at school. Gerot and 
Wignell (1994: 208) states descriptive text is a text that describes a particular 
person, place, or thing. Descriptive text contains some elements, such as 
social function, generic structure, and lexicon grammatical features. All the 
elements have to exist in a descriptive text. 
Descriptive text describes a particular person, place, or thing. 
Descriptive text consists of identification and description. Identification is 
identifying phenomenon to be described. Description is giving information 
about specific participation. Descriptive text focuses on specific participants, 
use of nominal groups, and simple present tense. 
In vocational high school, descriptive text is one of texts which is 
learned at the tenth grade students. But, the students usually faced difficulty 
in writing descriptive text because it must use present tense which is 
complicated for them and they have the little vocabulary in writing especially 
in writing a descriptive text. 
The researcher has three reasons why he is interested in doing this 
research about the students’ ability in writing descriptive text. The first reason 
is that writing is a difficult activity for the tenth grade of SMK N 6 Surakarta. 
The second reason is that descriptive text must be written in present tense. 
Then, the last reason is that the tenth grade students usually have little 
vocabulary in writing text. 
Based on the students’ difficulty in writing descriptive text, the writer 
wants to do the research entitled “STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN WRITING 
DESCRIPTIVE TEXT OF THE TENTH GRADE YEAR STUDENTS OF 





In this research, the writer formulates the problem of the study as 
follows: 
How is the students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade of 
SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year? And what are the problems 
faced by the tenth grade students of SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 
academic year? 
The writer makes a limitation in this research. The writer just 
researches the ability and the problem faced by the tenth grade students of 
SMK N 6 Surakarta in writing descriptive text. 
Based on the research problem, the objectives of the research are: 
to describe the students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade of 
SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year and to know the problems 
faced by the tenth grade students of SMK N 6 Surakarta in writing descriptive 
text. 
There are some previous studies which are related to this research as 
follows:  
a. Rina Wahyu Asmara (2012) who conducted a research entitled “The 
Capability of the Third Year Students of SMP N 2 Panekan Magetan in 
Understanding Written Texts”. Her conclusion is that the capability of the 
students in understanding written texts is good. While the students still 
find difficulties in understanding written text and the problem faced by the 
teacher in learning method and facilities. 
b. Murni Ekawati (2011) who conducted a research entitled “A Descriptive 
Study on the Students’ Ability in Writing Narrative Text at the Second 
Year of SMA N 1 Andong, Boyolali”. Her conclusion is that the capability 
of the students in writing narrative text is good. While the students still 
find difficulties in expressing their idea to perform the story, to combine 
the words to be a sentence and to use the correct grammar and vocabulary 
and the problem faced by the teacher in teaching writing, namely class 
management, limited time, different capability of the students, and 
unstable motivation of the students. 
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c. Oktona Waliyyani (2010) who conducted a research entitled “A 
Descriptive Study on the Students’ Ability in Writing Recount Text at the 
Second Year of SMP N 2 Sragen in 2009/2010” Academic Year. Her 
conclusion is that the ability of the students in writing recount text in 
regular class is bad, and in favorite class is good. The problem faced by the 
students can be seen from the lack of vocabulary, misunderstanding in 
grammar, writing the elements of recount text, cannot write punctuation 
and spelling, and looking for the idea. 
Beside it, the researcher presents the previous study dealing with this 
topic, which is taken from journals.  
a. The first journal is written by Indri Eka Pertiwi, Indonesia University of 
Education (2013). The result of the study is the study intends to investigate 
the way of teacher in providing feedback for students’ descriptive texts, 
and examine the responses of the students toward the given feedback. It 
employed a descriptive case study, involving an English teacher who 
taught twenty students as the respondents. The data were gathered from 
classroom observations, questionnaires, and interviews. 
b. The second journal is written by Amrizal, Muhammadiyah Lampung 
University (2015). The result of the study is this study is about descriptive 
text writing. Writing is a part of four language skills that the students have 
to be comprehended. In fact, many students are unable to do so because 
they believe that learning to write is difficult. Several resons exist for this 
dilemma. One is that grammatical rules for the English language are much 
different than those of Bahasa Indonesia. Second, students typically 
prossess a limit vocabulary. Third, students do not have much motivation 
to write English text. One of potential solution to increase writing skills for 
writing (descriptive text) using cartoon media. In applying cartoon media, 
the teacher asks students to describe items based on a cartoon, and then 
after the students have described things such as colour and form. 
c. The last journal is written by Mor Peleg et al, Columbia university (2006). 
The result of the study is about errors in clinical practice guidelines. Errors 
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in clinical practice guidelines may translate into errors in real-world 
clinical practice. The best way to eliminate these errors is to understand 
how they are generated, thus enabling the future development of methods 
to catch errors made in creating the guideline before publication. They 
examined the process by which a medical expert from the American 
College of Physicians (ACP) created clinical algorithms from narrative 
guidelines, as a case study. They studied this process by looking at 
intermediate versions produced during the algorithm creation. 
This research has similarities and differences with the previous study 
above, the similarities are about writing skill, the differences from the 
previous study is, this research focuses on the students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text. In this case, the writer studies “students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text at the tenth grade students of SMK Negeri 6 Surakarta in 
2015/2016 academic year”. The writer presents the most dominant writing 
descriptive text mastered by the tenth grade students in their ability of writing 
descriptive text, so this research is about the students’ product of writing 
descriptive text. However, the research above becomes a reference for this 
research. 
According to Nunan (2003:88) writing is both physical and mental 
act. At the most basic level, it is the physical act of commuting word or an 
email message type into computer. Evenly, writing is the mental work of 
investing ideas, thinking about how to express them, and organizing them 
into statements or paragraphs that will be clear for a reader. 
Nunan (2003: 88) defines writing in both a process and a product the 
writer imagine organizing, drafts, edits, read and research. The process of 
writing is often cycle sometimes disorderly ultimately. What the audience 
see, teacher is as structures or wider audience in a product it can be essay, 
story, letter or research paper. 
From the statements above, it can be concluded that writing is 
thinking activity about how to express ideas by imagining, organizing, 
drafting such as essay, story, and letter or research paper. 
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According to Swales (1990:58) in Fauziati (2009:211), genre is a class 
of communicative events, the members of which share some set of 
communicative purposes. The concepts of genre explain text type with 
various purpose and rhetorical structure. Genre is culturally specific type of 
text, and any kind of art or utterance which has certain social function, 
generic structure, and lexicogrammatical features used to accomplish 
something. 
In the concept of genre, the language use is explained especially in 
tenses and sentence patterns. Purpose and technique of descriptive text is 
different with narrative text, thus with other text types such as recount, 
procedure, discussion, explanation, information report, news item, and 
anecdote. 
Descriptive text has social function, generic structure, and significant 
lexicogrammatical features. 
1. Social Function 
According to Gerrot and Wignel (1994:208) states that social 
function of descriptive text describes a particular person, place, or thing. 
2. Generic Structure 
The structure of descriptive text follows some particular stages, the 
beginning, middle, and last part of the text. Each text has its own generic 
structure. According to Pardiyono (2007: 33-56) the generic structure of 
descriptive text is identification and description. 
Besides having social function and generic structure, descriptive text 
also uses significant lexicogrammatical features that support the form of a 
descriptive text. According to Djuhari (2007: 24-25) states the significant 
lexicogrammtical features of descriptive text focus on specific nouns, use 
kinds of adjectives, use of relational process, use of figurative language, and 
use of simple present tense. 




b. Use kinds of adjectives, examples: three tall buildings, 
sharp white fang, etc. 
c. Use of relational process, examples: my car has four doors; 
my father is really handsome; etc. 
d. Use of figurative language, examples: my throat is as dry as 
desert; her skin is white as cloud and smooth as water; etc. 
e. Use of simple present tense, examples: I have a toy. It is a ball. 
According to Anderson (1968) in Hughes (1989: 91-93), “method of 
scoring which require a separate score for each of a number of aspects of a 
task are said to be analytic”. The writer will modify scoring theory of John 
Anderson. There are grammar, vocabulary, mechanic, content, and 
organization. 
a. Grammar 
 Errors of grammar or word order so severe as to make 
comprehension virtually impossible. 
 Errors of grammar or word order very frequent; reader 
often has to rely on own interpretation. 
 Errors of grammar or word order frequent; efforts or 
interpretation sometimes required on reader’s part. 
b. Vocabulary 
 Vocabulary limitations so extreme as to make 
comprehension virtually impossible. 
 Vocabulary so limited and so frequently misused 
thatreader must often rely on own interpretation. 
 Limited vocabulary and frequent errors clearly hinder 
expression of ideas. 
c. Mechanic 
 Errors in spelling or punctuation so severe as to make 
comprehension virtually impossible. 
 Errors in spelling or punctuation so frequent that reader 
must often rely on own interpretation. 
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 Frequent errors in spelling or punctuation; lead 
sometimes to obscurity. 
d. Content 
 Communication often impaired by completely 
inappropriate or misused structure or vocabulary items. 
 Structures or vocabulary items sometimes not only 
inappropriate are but also misused. 
 Choice of structures and vocabulary consistently 
appropriate; like that of educated native writer. 
e. Organization 
 Lack of organization so severe that communication is 
seriously impaired. 
 Individual ideas may be clear, but very difficult to 
deduce connection between them. 
 Little or no attempt at connectivity, thoughreader can 
deduce some organization. 
There are three advantages to analytic scoring. Firstly, it disposes of the 
problem of uneven development of sub skills in individuals. Secondly, scores 
are compelled to consider aspects of performance which they might otherwise 
ignore. And the last, the very fact that the scorer has to give a number of 
scores will tend to make the scoring more reliable. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The type of this research is descriptive research. According to Moleong, 
Lexy (1989: 6) descriptive research is kind of research which contains words, 
pictures, and does not include the number of calculation. From this statement, 
the descriptive research is describing words as the data. 
This research is conducted at SMK Negeri 6 Surakarta. The writer 
conducted this research on May 3
rd
 – June 4th 2016. 
The subject of this research is the students of the tenth grade at SMK N 6 
Surakarta  and the object of this research is the students’ ability in writing 
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descriptive text at the tenth grade of SMK N 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 
academic year. 
The data of this research are the students’ work in writing descriptive 
text. The data sources of this research are the informant and document. 
1. Informant 
The informant of this research is the English teacher of SMK Negeri 6 
Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year. 
2. Document 
Documents are all of the written information related to the writing 
descriptive text. Document is the sentence of descriptive text written by 
the tenth grade students of SMK Negeri 6 Surakarta in 2015/2016 
academic year. 
The writer used some ways to collect the data, such as doing interview 
and analyzing document. 
1. Interview 
According to Kartono (1996:187), interview is a face to face situation 
between interviewer and informant to get information by asking some 
questions orally and answering orally. In this section, the writer tries to get 
information about the students’ ability in writing descriptive text. 
2. Document 
In this research, the writer uses document such as photograph taken during 
teaching learning process. Besides, the writer also gathered written 
information material as the evidence of the research such as test result. 
To know the students’ ability in writing descriptive text in SMK Negeri 6 
Surakarta, the steps are as follows: 
a. Collecting the data taken from observation and interview 
The researcher observed the tenth grade students of SMK Negeri 6 
Surakarta to make a composition about their own experience into 
descriptive text. The researcher also interviewed English teacher about the 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text, the problem and the cause 
faced by the tenth grade students. 
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b. Analyzing the data based on the five criteria of writing descriptive text. 
The researcher analyzed the students’ writing based on (1) Content of the 
composition, (2) Organization/form of the paragraph, (3) Grammar, (4) 
Vocabulary, and (5) Mechanic. 
c. Classifying the data based on the score which is analyzed in the previous 
step. 
d. Drawing conclusion based on the result of the research of the students’ 
ability in writing descriptive text. 
 
3. DISCUSION OF THE FINDING 
The writer analysis the data with the five aspects of writing descriptive 
paragraph, they are grammar, vocabulary, content, mechanism and 
organization. After analyzing the data from the students’ writing of 
descriptive text, the writer finds the students score. The students’ ability in 
writing descriptive text can be seen from the score. The score was achieved 
from the descriptive text written by the students. The writer explains the data 
from 63 students’ ability in writing descriptive text. The writer found that 47 
students got good score (17-15) or 74. 6% and 16 students got fair score (14-
12) or 25. 3% in writing descriptive text based on grammar aspects. The 
writer found that 55 students got good score (17-15) or 87. 3% and 8 students 
got fair score (14-12) or 12. 6% in writing descriptive text based on 
vocabulary aspects. The writer found that 42 students got good score (17-15) 
or 66. 6% and 21 students got fair score (14-12) or 33. 3% in writing 
descriptive text based on mechanic aspects.. The writer found that 61 students 
got good score (17-15) or 96. 8% and 2 students got fair score (14-12) or 3. 
1% in writing descriptive text based on content aspects. The writer found that 
27 students got good score (17-15) or 42. 8% and 36 students got fair score 
(14-12) or 57. 1% in writing descriptive text based on organization aspects. 
From the 5 aspects score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text, the 
writer has average score. The writer found that 21 students got good score 
(17-15) or 33. 3% and 42 students got score (14-12) or 66. 6%. 
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Based on the previous analysis the writer finds the result of the research. 
There are many students’ difficulties in writing descriptive paragraph. The 
result of this research shows that the main aspects in writing descriptive text 
that become the problem for the students are grammar. Grammar is very 
important in writing descriptive text. Grammar is the ability to use words or 
phrases correctly that can be understood by the readers in the written 
language. On the other hand, organization in descriptive text of paragraph is 
important too because the students in this research do not understand to make 
a descriptive text. 
From the result of analyzing the data, the most difficult part faced by the 
students is in writing descriptive paragraph with good organization. It can be 
seen from the five aspects score, there were 36 students who get fair score in 
writing descriptive text. 
From the discussion, it can be concluded that the result of this discussion 
describes the students’ ability in using five aspects of writing; grammar, 
vocabulary, content, mechanism, and organization. From the analysis, the 




Based on the researcher finding, the writer concludes that: 
1. The students’ ability in writing descriptive text is divided into five aspects. 
There were 47 students got good score (17-15) or 74. 6% and 16 students 
got fair score (14-12) or 25. 3% in writing descriptive text based on 
grammar aspects; there were 55 students got good score (17-15) or 87. 3% 
and 8 students got fair score (14-12) or 12. 6% in writing descriptive text 
based on vocabulary aspects; there were 42 students got good score (17-
15) or 66. 6% and 21 students got fair score (14-12) or 33. 3% in writing 
descriptive text based on mechanic aspects; there were 61 students got 
good score (17-15) or 96. 8% and 2 students got fair score (14-12) or 3. 
1% in writing descriptive text based on content aspects; and there were 27 
students got good score (17-15) or 42. 8% and 36 students got fair score 
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(14-12) or 57. 1% in writing descriptive text based on organization 
aspects. 
2. The problems in writing descriptive text faced by the tenth grade year 
students based on the interview with English teacher at school are 
arranging sentence structure correctly, choosing diction appropriately, and 
discussing material well. 
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